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OVERVIEW 

•  Official  Area  Name:  Fourche  Creek  Conservation  Area,  #65 19 

•  Year  of  Initial  Acquisition:  1965 

•  Acreage:  3,768  acres 

•  County:  Ripley 

•  Division  with  Administrative  Responsibility:  Forestry 

•  Division  with  Maintenance  Responsibility:  Forestry,  Design  and  Development 

•  Statements  of  Purpose: 

A.  Strategic  Direction 

Manage  for  multiple  uses  with  emphasis  on  providing  diverse  wildlife  habitats, 
maintaining  a  contiguous  cover  of  healthy  forests  and  woodlands,  and  protecting  the 
Fourche  Creek  watershed. 

B.  Desired  Future  Condition 

The  desired  future  condition  of  Fourche  Creek  Conservation  Area  (CA)  is  a  diverse 
contiguous  forest/woodland  landscape  that  provides  appropriate  wildlife  habitat  and 
supports  outdoor  recreational  opportunities  for  the  public. 

C.  Federal  Aid  Statement 

This  area,  or  a  portion  thereof,  was  acquired  with  Pittman-Robertson  Wildlife 
Restoration  funds  to  restore  and  manage  wildlife,  conserve  and  restore  suitable 
wildlife  habitat  and  provide  public  access  for  hunting  or  other  wildlife-oriented 
recreation. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION  AND  CONDITIONS 

I.     Special  Considerations 

A.  Priority  Areas:  A  portion  of  Fourche  Creek  CA  is  within  a  priority  forest 
landscape.  A  portion  of  the  area  is  also  within  the  Eleven  Point  Hills  Conservation 
Opportunity  Area.  Some  of  the  strategies  for  the  Conservation  Opportunity  Area 
are: 

1)  Restore  shortleaf  pine  woodlands,  areas  of  concentrated  glades  and  other 
natural  communities. 

2)  Restore  riparian  natural  communities,  including  giant  cane  stands. 

3)  Control  problematic  invasive  plants  and  animals. 

B.  Natural  Areas:  None 

C.  Other:  Since  2005,  a  Management  and  Evaluation  project  was  conducted  at 
Fourche  Creek  CA  with  collaboration  between  the  Forestry  and  Resource  Science 
divisions.  Since  the  inception  of  the  project,  periodic  prescribed  burns  have  been 
conducted  during  the  fall  and  spring  project  sites,  at  the  Area  Manager's 
discretion. 
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II.     Important  Natural  Features  and  Resources 

A.  Species  of  Conservation  Concern:  Species  of  conservation  concern  are  known 
from  this  area.  Area  Managers  should  consult  the  Natural  Heritage  Database 
annually  and  review  all  management  activities  with  the  Natural  History  Biologist. 

B.  Caves:  Yes,  records  kept  with  the  Missouri  Department  of  Conservation  (the 
Department)  Natural  History  Biologist.  Managers  should  follow  the  Cave 
Management  policy  found  in  the  Department  Resource  Policy  Manual.  All  caves 
on  this  and  other  conservation  areas  are  closed  or  restricted  to  public  access.  The 
fungus  that  causes  white-nose  syndrome  in  bats  has  been  documented  in  Missouri, 
resulting  in  the  Department's  White-nose  Sjmdrome  Action  Plan  that  limits  public 
access  to  protect  bats. 

C.  Springs:  There  are  nine  small  springs  known  in  the  area. 

D.  Other:  Fourche  Creek  CA  has  high  quality  dolomite  glade  and  dry  chert 
woodland  natural  communities. 


III.     Existing  Infrastructure 

•  Approximately  7.25  miles  of  gravel  roads 

•  18  wildlife  watering  holes 


IV.     Area  Restrictions  or  Limitations 

A.  Deed  Restrictions  or  Ownership  Considerations:  The  University  of  Missouri 
maintains  a  half  interest  in  oil,  gas,  and  mineral  rights  on  the  portions  of  the 
property  bought  with  Pittman-Robertson  funds. 

B.  Federal  Interest:  Uses  of  land  acquired  with  federal  funds  may  not  interfere  with 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  acquired.  Federal  funds  may  also  be  used  in  the 
management  of  this  land.  Fish  and  wildlife  agencies  may  not  allow  recreational 
activities  and  related  facilities  that  would  interfere  with  the  purpose  for  which  the 
State  is  managing  the  land.  Other  uses  may  be  acceptable  and  must  be  assessed  in 
each  specific  situation. 

C.  Easements:  Public  road  easements  are  on  Missouri  Highways  142  and  P  and  on 
two  county  roads.  Ozark  Border  Electric  Co-Op  has  several  power  line  easements 
across  the  property. 

D.  Cultural  Resources  Findings:  Yes,  records  kept  with  the  Department 
Environmental  Compliance  Specialist.  Managers  should  follow  Best  Management 
Practices  for  Cultural  Resources  found  in  the  Department  Resource  Policy 
Manual. 

E.  Hazards  and  Hazardous  Materials:  None  observed. 

F.  Endangered  Species:  None  observed. 

G.  Boundary  Issues:  Establishing  accurate  and  identifiable  boundary  markers  is  a 
priority  for  this  property. 
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MANAGEMENT  CONSIDERATIONS 

V.     Terrestrial  Resource  Management  Considerations 

Challenges  and  Opportunities: 

1)  Improving  and  restoring  forest/woodland  habitat.  Increasing  tree  mortality  due  to 
natural  aging  and  weather  events. 

2)  Conducting  prescribed  bums  safely,  despite  an  abundance  of  combustible 
materials  ("fuel  load")  from  dead  trees. 

3)  Monitoring  and  eradicating  invasive  exotic  plant  and  animal  species. 

Management  Objective  1:  Maintain,  enhance  and  restore  forest/woodland  natural 
communities. 

Strategy  1:  Inventory  compartments  according  to  schedule.  (Forestry) 
Strategy  2:  Implement  management  recommendations,  as  outlined  in  approved 
inventory.  These  may  include  non-commercial  thinning  (timber  stand 
improvement),  commercial  harvests  and  prescribed  burning.  (Forestry) 

Management  Objective  2:  Maintain  biodiversity. 

Strategy  1:  Conduct  prescribed  bums  to  manage  for  open  woodland/glade  natural 
communities.  (Forestry). 

Strategy  2:  Survey  for  high  priority  exotic  species  (e.g.,  spotted  knapweed, 
Japanese  stiltgrass  and  feral  hogs).  Eradicate  and/or  control  these  species  as 
possible  utilizing  chemical  and  mechanical  methods.  (Forestry  and  Wildlife) 

VI.     Aquatic  Resource  Management  Considerations 

Challenges  and  Opportunities: 

1)  Reducing  sedimentation  by  protecting  and  establishing  riparian  corridors. 

2)  Repairing  and/or  redesigning  failing  stream  crossings,  in  order  to  maintain  and 
enhance  water  quality  within  Fourche  Creek  watershed. 

Management  Objective  1:  Protect  and  enhance  the  riparian  corridor  and  erosion  within 
Fourche  Creek  watershed,  including  springs,  seeps  and  other  unique  communities 
associated  with  bottomland  forest. 

Strategy  1:  Minimize  sedimentation  within  Fourche  Creek  watershed  from  land 
management  practices  and/or  road  systems  which  will  affect  biodiversity  of 
unique  habitats  by  following  the  practices  recommended  in  the  Department's 
Watershed  and  Stream  Management  Guidelines  (2009).  (Forestry) 
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Strategy  2:  Maintain  a  riparian  corridor  with  a  minimum  of  50  feet  from  the  top 
of  the  bank  on  each  side  of  stream  orders  one  and  two,  as  recommended  in  the 
Department's  Watershed  and  Stream  Management  Guidelines  (2009).  (Forestry) 

Management  Objective  2:  Design  and  maintain  appropriate  stream  crossings  to  allow 

access  while  minimizing  impact  to  aquatic  communities. 

Strategy  1:  Evaluate  stream  crossings,  as  concerns  arise,  and  apply  practices 
outlined  in  the  Department's  Watershed  and  Stream  Management  Guidelines 
(2009).  (Fisheries,  Design  and  Development) 

VII.     Public  Use  Management  Considerations 

Challenges  and  Opportunities: 

1)  Monitoring  special  hunting  regulations  to  provide  a  quality  hunting  experience  for 
the  public. 

2)  Maintaining  a  safety  zone  surrounding  school  and  residences. 

Management  Objective  1:  Evaluate  bucks-only  special  hunting  regulation  and  change, 
if  appropriate. 

Strategy  1:  Propose  regulation  changes  as  needed.  (Protection,  Forestry) 

Management  Objective  2:  Maintain  safety  zone  around  school  and  residences. 

Strategy  1:  Maintain  archery-only  deer  hunting  in  Compartment  7,  Gatewood 
School  Tract  (Figure  4).  (Protection,  Forestry) 

VIII.     Administrative  Considerations 

Challenges  and  Opportunities: 

1)  The  area  has  inholdings,  partial  inholdings  and  an  outlying  tract,  which  creates 
management  challenges  and  opportunities. 

2)  There  are  two  areas  that  may  produce  boundary  disputes  because  of  field 
encroachment  on  Department  property.  Property  lines  were  re-marked  in  Fiscal 
Year  (FY)  2009  and  are  scheduled  to  be  done  again  in  FY2019. 

Management  Objective  1:  Resolve  boundary  line  disputes,  if  and  when  they  arise. 
Strategy  1:  Request  surveys  to  determine  boundary  locations.  (Forestry) 
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Lands  Proposed  for  Acquisition  or  Disposal: 

When  available,  inholdings  may  be  considered  for  acquisition  from  willing  sellers.  Tracts 
that  improve  area  access,  provide  public  use  opportunities,  contain  unique  natural 
communities  and/or  species  of  conservation  concern,  or  meet  other  Department  priorities, 
as  identified  in  the  annual  Department  land  acquisition  priorities  may  be  considered. 
(Forestry) 

The  Compartment  6  portion  of  the  area  may  be  considered  for  disposal  in  order  to 
facilitate  management.  (Forestry) 

MANAGEMENT  TIMETABLE 

Strategies  are  considered  ongoing  unless  listed  in  the  following  table: 


FY15 

FY16 

FY17 

FY18 

FY19 

FY20 

FY21 

FY22 

FY23 

FY24 

Terrestrial  Resources  Management 

Objective  1 

Strategy  1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Strategy  2 

X 

X 

X 

Objective  2 

Strategy  1 

X 

X 

X 
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APPENDICES 

Area  Background: 

Most  of  the  acreage  at  Fourche  Creek  CA  is  land  that  was  given  to  the  University  of  Missouri 
from  the  federal  government  under  the  Morrill  Act  of  1862.  This  law  established  land  grant 
colleges  and  gave  them  land  to  sell  to  generate  money  to  support  themselves.  During  its  century 
of  ownership,  the  University  paid  little  attention  to  the  property,  other  than  selling  a  site  on 
Compartment  7  for  the  Gatewood  School.  Many  local  residents  used  the  property  by  cutting 
timber,  grazing  livestock  and  farming.  As  many  as  17  squatters  lived  on  it  at  one  time,  the  last  of 
whom  moved  away  in  the  1990s.  In  the  words  of  one  man  raised  in  the  area,  "many  families 
made  it  through  the  Depression  on  the  Agriculture  land." 

The  portions  of  the  area  obtained  from  private  landowners  had  more  timber  harvests  and 
conversion  to  fields.  An  area  plan  froml983  (Missouri  Department  of  Conservation)  estimated 
that  as  much  as  half  of  that  land  was  in  old  fields  when  bought  by  the  Department. 

Early  management  by  the  Department  consisted  of  planting  pine  trees  in  some  of  the  fields  and 
converting  stands  of  low-quality  hardwood  to  pine.  There  were  some  timber  sales  in  the  1980s 
and  each  of  the  eight  compartments  has  had  a  timber  sale  since  1990.  Twenty-seven  small  food 
plots  and  numerous  wildlife  watering  holes  were  established  by  the  1980s.  Maintenance  of  the 
food  plots  was  discontinued  in  1990. 

The  entire  area  has  been  under  fire  protection  since  1963.  No  major  wildfires  have  burned  on  the 
area. 

Current  Land  and  Water  Types: 


LandAVater  Type 

Acres 

%  of  Area 

Upland  ForestAV oodland 

3,661 

97 

Old  Fields/Upland  Fields 

43 

1 

Bottomland/Riparian  Forest 

41 

1 

Glade 

13 

<1 

Warm-Season  Grass  Fields 

10 

<1 

Total 

3,768 

100 
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Figure  1:  Area  Map 
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Figure  2:  Aerial  Map 
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Figure  3:  Topographic  Map 
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Figure  4:  Compartment  Map 
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